
Editorial

 new chapter begins in the reconstruction of the great Aorgan of Bordeaux Cathedral with the selection of organ 

builders and the scheduling of works in the nave! We are 

delighted to share with you a significant milestone in this 

exceptional project.This newsletter has been created to keep you 

closely informed about the progress of this ambitious underta-

king. We invite you to experience from within this unique adven-

ture, as opportunities to participate in the revival of such a 

musical and heritage masterpiece are exceedingly rare.Through 

approximately twenty quarterly editions, we offer an in-depth 

exploration into the fascinating world of organs. You will discover 

behind-the-scenes details, meet key figures involved, and closely 

follow the progress of the restoration. Additionally, you will delve 

into the history of the organ and the instruments previously 

installed in Saint-André Cathedral. You will also explore the 

artistic richness surrounding this exceptional instrument 

through its repertoire, improvisation, and many other captiva-

ting aspects.Welcome to this extraordinary musical and cultural 

journey!

Birth of a Great Organ
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After an extensive and rigorous selection process, the Great 

Organ Project of Bordeaux's Saint-André Cathedral has 

entered a decisive phase. The consortium formed by the 

renowned Austrian firm Rieger Orgelbau and the Breton 

workshop Orglez was selected following the 2024 call for 

proposals. This partnership uniquely combines Rieger's 

internationally acclaimed expertise with Orglez's distinguis-

hed French craftsmanship.

Founded in 1844, Rieger Orgelbau has crafted some of 

Europe's and the world's most prestigious instruments, 

including organs for Vienna Cathedral, Mainz Cathedral, and 

the Philharmonie de Paris. Renowned for technological 

innovations and extensive experience in large symphonic 

instruments, Rieger's involvement ensures the high technical 

and musical standards of the future organ—a source of pride 

and exceptional opportunity for Bordeaux.

Orglez workshop, based in Brittany, contributes a fine 

artisanal touch, particularly in pipe-making and partial voicing. 

This French-Austrian collaboration guarantees a traditional 

yet innovative instrument, tailored to the cathedral's unique 

acoustic identity. We will provide further insights into both 

manufacturers and the project's details in upcoming newslet-

ters.

This decision marks a significant milestone for the dedicated 

stakeholders involved. Leading the effort is Cathedra, the 

central association responsible for sponsorship and promo-

ting the new instrument to a broad audience. Additionally, the 

State, represented by DRAC Nouvelle-Aquitaine, overseeing 

heritage protection, and the Directorate-General for Artistic 

Creation (DGCA), are fully engaged to ensure the project's 

success. Artistic and technical supervision has been entrusted 

to consultant Thierry Semenoux and Jean-Baptiste Dupont, 

titular organist of Saint-André Cathedral.

This partnership results from twelve years of meticulous 

preparation, including thorough studies, technical evalua-

tions, and extensive consultations. Beginning this winter, 

another critical phase commences with the complete disman-

tling of the existing organ. Restoration of the monumental 

organ case, precise construction in workshops, installation, 

and final voicing on-site will follow. Concurrently, the State will 

restore the nave, creating the ideal setting for the new 

instrument. The organ's inauguration is scheduled for May 

2030, marking a new musical era for Saint-André Cathedral 

and French organ heritage.

Habemus factorem organi -

We have chosen an organ builder!

The Rieger organ in the famous Musikverein in Vienna (Austria).

Visit at Rieger’s manufactory : left to right, Stephan Niebler
voicer, Jean-Clément Guez, rector of the Cathedral,

Wendelin Eberle, CEO Rieger manufactory, Jean-Baptiste Dupont, 
organist, and Thierry Semenoux, organ expert. 

In brief: 

Ÿ Consortium of Rieger and Orglez. 

Ÿ Nave restoration: March 2026 to July 2029;

Ÿ Organ installation: September 2029 onward;

Ÿ Completion: anticipated May 2030.

Ÿ Dismantling current organ: January 2026;
– Project Timeline:

– Companies:



The project for the new great organ at Saint-André Cathedral in Bordeaux is moving 

forward rapidly, and now is the time for widespread participation! To involve as many 

people as possible in this exceptional adventure, the Cathedra association has laun-

ched an original and participatory sponsorship initiative: pipe sponsorship.Each pipe of 

the future organ can be sponsored, enabling individuals, companies, or institutions to 

contribute personally and meaningfully to this unique project. This symbolic yet 

tangible action not only provides essential financial support but also creates a personal 

and lasting connection to the instrument and its heritage.

How to participate? 

It's simple: visit Cathedra's dedicated project website and choose your pipe from 

among the organ's 6,800 pipes according to size, sound, or location. You can sponsor it 

in your own name or that of a loved one, a company, an association, or in memory of 

someone special. You will receive a personalized certificate, and your name will be 

entered in the official registry of sponsors.Your contribution will directly support the 

creation of this living heritage, accessible to all for centuries to come. Join this collective 

musical journey today!

Sponsorship Update: Become a Sponsor of an Organ Pipe!

Its operation is based on a simple principle: air is blown 

through pipes to create sound. These pipes, made of metal or 

wood, vary greatly in size and shape, allowing the organ to 

mimic numerous instruments or produce entirely unique 

sounds. Each pipe produces only one pitch, hence organs 

often contain hundreds or even thousands of pipes.

The organist plays using manual keyboards (called manuals) 

and a pedalboard operated by the feet. They select sets of 

pipes, known as stops, by pulling registers, effectively creating 

their own real-time orchestration according to the music 

being played.

In short, the organ is far more than a mere musical instrument: 

The organ is a wind instrument, often regarded as the most 

complex and imposing of all musical instruments. Found in 

churches, cathedrals, and concert halls, the organ is remar-

kable for its ability to produce an immense variety of 

sounds—from the softest whisper to the full power of an 

orchestra.

Organs are not transportable instruments; they are custom-

built on-site, tailored specifically to the architecture and 

acoustics of their surroundings. Each organ is therefore a 

unique blend of musical instrument and technical artistry, 

reflecting baroque, romantic, or contemporary styles 

depending on its era and craftsmanship.

For centuries, the organ has accompanied religious ceremo-

nies but also features prominently in secular music and 

concert repertoire. Composers such as Bach, Franck, and 

Messiaen have created significant works specifically for the 

organ.

it is a sonic monument, a connection between architecture, 

music, and spirituality, and a living testament to Europe's rich 

musical heritage. Future newsletters will continue to explore 

the complexities and components of this extraordinary 

instrument.

What is an Organ? Part One.

Illustration of organ pipes: inside the Rieger 
organ in Graz Cathedral (Austria).

Illustration excerpt from Dom Bedos de Celles’ "l’Art du 
facteur d’orgues," showing an internal perspective of an organ.

Visit the pipe 
sponsorship 
website 

orguebordeaux.fr
or scan this 

QR code

Choose a register and select your pipe!



Did you know?

Did you know that the organ was already popular in 

antiquity? Known as the "hydraulis," this ancestor of the 

modern organ was used in Roman circus performances. 

Thanks to an ingenious hydraulic mechanism, it accom-

panied public spectacles and entertainments, thrilling 

thousands of spectators. Thus, today's cathedral organ 

has festive and surprising roots nearly two thousand 

years old!

The organ was a star of the Roman circus!

Mosaic depicting an ancient organ.Roman villa of Nenning, 
near Trier (around the 2nd century).

Saint-André Cathedral is bustling with activity!

Listed as a historic monument and UNESCO World Heritage 

Site, this iconic landmark is at the heart of the city and its most 

visited building. 

Future projects are already planned: the interior restoration of 

the nave (2026-2029), organ work (2026-2030), lighting 

studies, and replacing chairs with benches to meet safety 

requirements.

Meanwhile, significant restoration projects are underway. 

Externally, the transept and choir roofs restoration will 

conclude this year. 

Internally, essential yet less visible work continues in the 

northwest and southwest towers, creating long-awaited 

storage spaces, upgrading fire safety standards, and 

completely renewing the electrical installation.

We applaud the ongoing commitment of the Regional 

Directorate of Cultural Affairs, managing these projects in 

exemplary dialogue and cooperation with cathedral stakehol-

ders.

This dynamic context, which we will discuss further, perfectly 

frames the organ reconstruction project.

As the cathedral prepares for the summer tourist influx, let's 

highlight its vibrant activities.

The cathedral’s two organs, present since the 17th century 

(more on this in future issues), have upheld a continuous 

tradition of masses accompanied by two organs since the 19th 

century.

June offers striking proof of this, welcoming thousands of 

worshippers for major diocesan celebrations, including adult 

confirmations and ordinations.

The Aquitaine Primatial Cathedral is the region's largest place 

of worship. 

It is also a major cultural hub. 

This year, it will host around thirty events, twenty nighttime or 

educational tours, and nearly one hundred performances of 

the show Luminiscence.

Cathedral Highlights
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In the Next Issue...

Ÿ Seven centuries of cathedral organ history.

Ÿ Introducing the future organ – Part One.

Ÿ The history of Rieger Orgelbau.

. . . and much more . . . 

Ÿ Continuing the "What is an Organ?" series.

Our partners

Ministère de la Culture
Direction régionale des affaires culturelles de Nouvelle-Aquitaine
Fondation Clément Fayat
Fondation Etrillard
Fondation la Sauvegarde de l’art français
Église catholique en Gironde

Frequently Asked Questions

Each quarter, we answer your questions!

Ÿ Yes, the visual appearance will remain largely unchanged, 

aside from minor details. The organ case is listed as a 

historic monument and will undergo a complete restora-

tion.

Ÿ Will the organ look the same as it does now? 

Ÿ What will happen to the current organ? 

Ÿ Could the current instrument not have been restored? 

Ÿ Unfortunately, the instrument had design flaws that made 

restoration difficult, requiring replacement of most 

components, with uncertain acoustic and musical outco-

mes.

Ÿ Most of its technical elements cannot be restored and will 

be discarded. Only a few pipe ranks will be preserved (the 

final list is still being determined). The rest will either be 

sold or melted down and recycled to create new pipes.


